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selves, if they knew where to apply for the use of every book which has
been published in the British dominions. This circumstance, by facili-
tating the researches of the studious, must tend to the more rapid and
general diffusion of knowledge; and as the public must thus ultimately
reap the benefit, it does not appear inequitable, that readers as well as
writers should, by bearing a share of the burden, contribute to a pur-
pose so conducive to the best interests of an enlightened country."1
The following suggestion was also submitted by the authorities
of Glasgow University, viz. that the delivery of a copy of every
book should be made a prerequisite condition of its publication.
At the conclusion of the evidence the Commissioners reported
to the Parliament as follows:
"The privilege of receiving copies of all books entered at Stationers'
Hall, is no doubt of great value and importance to the University, and
by means of it many British works are received. The advantages of this
privilege, however, would be much greater, if it were not for the prac-
tical difficulty which is found in procuring the most valuable of the
works in a perfect state, and at an early period after publication. This
evil may perhaps admit of remedy. But we are on the whole inclined to
think, that if an arrangement were to bemade, by which a proportional
compensation should be paid to the Universities on account of each
book published, more good to the Libraries would be effected, and the
operation of the privilege would be less felt by the authors and pub-
lijshers of the works to which it applies.
"But even although the direct benefit of this right would be render-
ed complete and secure, or a favourable compensation were to be
regularly paid in place of it, it would still be of great importance that an
additional fund should be provided for supplying the Libraries with
foreign books of authority, and for procuring second copies of the
English works that are much in use. Feeling, however, that without
the command of Libraries regularly kept up to the actual state of
science and literature, neither the zeal and talents of the Professors, nor
the best institutions for the instruction of the Students, can have full
or free operation we earnestly recommend this subject to the favour-
able consideration of your Majesty."2
On 17 July 1832 a Treasury Minute3 was recorded thus:
"The Chancellor of the Exchequer informs the Board, that there is a
prospect of an arrangement being made between His Majesty's
Government and the Government of the King of the French, by
which an interchange of all new Literary Publications will be secured
1 Appendix to the General Report, 1826-30, Parliamentary Papers (1831)
vol. xii, p. 281.
1 General Report of the Royal Commission on the Universities and Colleges
o/Scotland, Parliamentary Papers (1831), vol. xii, p. 84.
8 Set out in full post, pp. 316-17.